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By Leela Gandhi

Duke University Press. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Affective Communities:
Anticolonial Thought, Fin De Siecle Radicalism and the Politics of Friendship, Leela Gandhi, "If I had
to choose between betraying my country and betraying my friend, I hope I should have the guts to
betray my country." So E. M. Forster famously observed in his Two Cheers for Democracy. Forster's
epigrammatic manifesto, where the idea of the "friend" stands as a metaphor for dissident cross-
cultural collaboration, holds the key, Leela Gandhi argues in Affective Communities, to the hitherto
neglected history of western anti-imperialism. Focusing on individuals and groups who renounced
the privileges of imperialism to elect affinity with victims of their own expansionist cultures, she
uncovers the utopian-socialist critiques of empire that emerged in Europe, specifically in Britain, at
the end of the nineteenth century. Gandhi reveals for the first time how those associated with
marginalized lifestyles, subcultures, and traditions --including homosexuality, vegetarianism,
animal rights, spiritualism, and aestheticism --united against imperialism and forged strong bonds
with colonized subjects and cultures. Gandhi weaves together the stories of a number of South
Asian and European friendships that flourished between 1878 and 1914, tracing the complex
historical networks connecting figures like the...
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Reviews

This book can be worth a read, and far better than other. I could comprehended every little thing using this published e pdf. You can expect to like how the
blogger publish this pdf.
-- Rylee Funk 

The ebook is fantastic and great. I am quite late in start reading this one, but better then never. I am just pleased to inform you that this is the greatest book
i have got study inside my personal daily life and could be he best pdf for at any time.
-- Miss Sha ny Tillm a n     
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