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General Accounting O@ice, 2001 OCLC Number: (OCoLC)54615789 Subject: Nuclear power plants -- Decommissioning -- United States -- Finance.
Excerpt: . . . Chapter 1: Introduction Before obtaining a license to operate a nuclear power plant, the licensee Decommissioning must agree with NRC
to decommission the plant aHer the plant has been Regulations Outline permanently shut down. NRC established its decommissioning requirements
in regulations issued in 1988. Under these regulations, NRC Technical Procedures expected that decommissioned sites, with rare exceptions, would
reduce levels of radiation to allow the plant site to be released for unrestricted use once the license was terminated. Licensees had two
decommissioning 3 alternatives. They could either begin major site decontamination and dismantling activities shortly aHer the termination of
operations or maintain the plant and site in a safe condition up to several decades before dismantling the plant. Delaying full-scale
decontamination and dismantling activities could be advantageous if ( 1 ) more time was needed to accrue decommissioning funds by continuing
to collect funds from ratepayers aHer the plant has closed; ( 2 ) other units operating at the site would be disrupted unless all were decommissioned
simultaneously at a future time; ( 3 ) a reduction in waste disposal volume, cost, or radiation exposure was possible because of a reduction in
residual radiation over time; or ( 4 ) a licensed disposal facility for radioactive waste was unavailable. ( Figure 1 shows ongoing decontamination
and dismantling activities at one plant. ) 3 A third alternative - encasing radioactive wastes within the reactor building - was used by the DOE to
decommission three of its small reactors. NRC, in promulgating its decommissioning regulations in 1988, opposed...
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