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*****.Excerpt from Proceedings of the Memorial Meeting of the Bench and Bar of Baltimore City in Memory of Charles Edward Phelps, Late Judge of
the Supreme Bench of Baltimore City, Maryland, January the Eleventh, Ninteen Hundred and Nine, 1909 Participating most energetically in the
political reform movement of 1859, which in 1860 resulted in a complete change in our municipal government, he was sent to the City Council from
the TwelEh Ward at the same time that the late Hon. George William Brown was elected Mayor. At the breaking out of our Civil War, being drawn by
conviction to the support of the Union side, he did not hesitate openly to give his adhesion to it, notwithstanding the severe struggle it cost him to
separate himself from many friends in Baltimore with whom he was very closely associated, and who were strong sympathisers with the
Confederate cause. He accordingly accepted a commission as lieutenant-colonel in the Seventh Regiment of Maryland Volunteers, of which he
aEerwards became colonel. He served in the army with great gallantry and distinction, receiving well-merited promotion for conspicuous courage,
and having been seriously wounded in May, 1864, was furloughed on sick leave and returned home with the rank of brigadier-general. While thus
temporarily detached from active service, he was elected to Congress from the Fourth Maryland Congressional District, succeeding Hon. Henry
Winter Davis, and was re-elected for a second term in 1866. During his Congressional career he manifested that independence of judgment and
action which was always a marked trait of his character. The war having come to an end in the Spring of 1865, he took sides with President Andrew
Johnson after...
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