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***** This work has an addition by Father John Morris SJ on the Heroic Act of Charity. BESIDES many who erroneously think there is no such matter
as a Purgatory, and, consequently, that it is a vain thing to pray for the dead, there be many who, either for want of sufficient instruction in that
which they believe, or by inconsideration of what they believe, do pass over this important business of praying for the dead so coldly, as that they
think they do enough to help their own, yea, Christ s own brother, if they do but say- God rest his soul, which is a most unmerciful manner of
proceeding. For if we saw our little brother fall into the fire, we should never be so hard-hearted as to see him broil there, and persuade ourselves it
were charity enough to throw a little drop of water into the fire somewhat to assuage his torment. And so | know not how it comes to pass that
nlany flatter themselves with the name of good-natured and kind-hearted creatures, who, notwithstanding, take so little to heart this extreme
necessity of their brethren that their thoughts are busied about nothing less than relieving them. The intention. therefore, of this present treatise is
more at large to stir up in the will of all faithful believers an ardent desire to redress the unspeakable miseries of these distressed souls, that we may
remember those that are in bands, as if we were bound with them. SINCE the time when Father Mumford wrote, the Church has placed her seal of
approbation on the devotion advocated by him, in its highest form. Pope Benedict XIIL.,...
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