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(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1887 Excerpt: .and by contact with concentrated nitric acid or sulphuric acid. When
wet it will not explode. Its explosive force is not much greater than that of gunpowder, but it is much more sudden in its action. The readiness with
which it is fired makes it an excellent agent for exploding other substances, and this gives it its value. It is used in percussion caps, primers, and
fuzes--not pure, but mixed with nitre, mealed powder, and other substances, because it is necessary to moderate its explosive property, since it is
otherwise too rapid and violent for the purpose. It is sometimes mixed with chlorate or nitrate of potash, and ground glass is often added to
increase the sensibility of the mixture to explosion by percussion. Fulminate of Silver is prepared by a process similar to that for fulminate of
mercury, but as its explosive qualities are far more violent it is advisable to prepare it only in minute quantities. When dry it must be handled with
the greatest caution. Nothing harder than paper should be used in manipulating it, or for wrappers. It is exploded in the same way as fulminate of
mercury, but is of no practical value on account of its sensitiveness. Picric Acid and Picrates, Picric Powder.--Picric, or tri-nitrophenic acid, is
another nitro-substitution compound. It is formed by the action of nitric acid upon phenol, or phenylic alcohol, better known as carbolic acid. It is
used as a dye-stuff. It has but feeble explosive...
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