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*****.Public interest in the means by which the government may collect telephone call records has been raised by ongoing revelations regarding
alleged intelligence activity by the National Security Agency (NSA) and the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). According to a USA Today article
from May 11, 2006, the NSA allegedly sought and obtained records of telephone numbers called and received from millions of telephones within the
United States from three telephone service providers; a fourth reportedly refused to provide such records. Additionally, a series of reports issued by
the Department of Justice s OKice of the Inspector General (DOJ OIG), most recently in January of 2010, indicate that, between 2002 and 2006,
consumer records held by telephone companies had been provided to the FBI through the use of exigent letters and other informal methods that fell
outside of the national security letter (NSL) process embodied in statute and internal FBI policies. The Supreme Court has held that there is no
Fourth Amendment protection of telephone calling records held in the hands of third party providers, where the content of any call is not
intercepted. However, this report summarizes existing statutory authorities regarding access by the government, for either foreign intelligence or .
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