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Strzelecki Books Nov 2016, 2016. Taschenbuch. Condition: Neu. Neuware - The Showroom presents a major new film commission by Lebanese artist
Rana Hamadeh, her first solo exhibition in the UK. Co-commissioned with Nottingham Contemporary and the Institute of Modern Art Brisbane, The
Sleepwalkers is a film-play re-dramatising the story of Raya and Sakina, the infamous Egyptian sister serial killers, who in 1921 became the first
women to be executed by a legal court in the modern history of Egypt. The two sisters, along with their husbands and two other male accomplices,
were found guilty of the murders of 17 women, most of whom were sex workers. An extensive number of plays, soap operas and books have been
produced about the sisters since their execution, reproducing them and their victims as the modern prototypes of female monstrosity emergent
from poverty, rurality, immigration, as well as what was perceived to be inherent female depravation and moral apathy. Through the erasure of the
narrative itself, Raya and Sakina's figures are explored as a structural dramaturgical framework through which to address issues pertinent to Egypt
and the broader Arabic context, including the history of the gendering of the justice system and the persistence of the 'state of emergency', which
can also be read through the lens of gender. The work's abstract and non-linear script, its dissonant audio track and the constant shiEing of its
characters, re-choreographs the power-relations between the persistent image of the female monster, the figure of the state and colonial violence,
as well as the relations of criminology, epidemiology and theatre. The case, despite its seemingly non-political nature, was placed at the heart of the
nationalist struggle for Egyptian independence aEer the 1919 revolution against British colonial occupation. A recent claim even suggests that the
sisters may never have been killers,...
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