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***** This study examines the role of clandestine reporting in CIA s analysis of the Warsaw Pact from 1955 to 1985. The Soviet Union established itself
as a threat to the West at the end of World War Il by its military occupation of eastern European countries and the attempts of its armed proxies to
capture Greece and South Korea. The West countered with the formation of NATO. While the West welcomed West Germany into NATO, the Soviets
established a military bloc of Communist nations with the Warsaw Treaty of May 1955. This study continues CIA s efforts to provide a detailed record
of the intelligence derived from clandestine human and technical sources from that period. This intelligence was provided to US policy makers and
used to assess the political and military balances and confrontations in Central Europe between the Warsaw Pact and NATO during the Cold War.
Brezhnev has decided -advantages over other Soviet leaders by virtue of his supreme party position. As de facto chairman of the Politburo, the
General Secretary can and does presidetover its operation and exert a deciding influence on the direction of policy. As chief- of the party
Secretariat, he is in a better position than any other leader to manipulate the executive machinery for personal gain--primarily through
appointments of clients to key posts in the party.and state apparatus. Finally, as the man in control of the military hierarchy and police forces, the
General Secretary can call on the organizations of coercion for self-protection in the name of regime security. Nevertheless, the lesson of
Khrishchev s removal was that none of these powers can be taken for granted. To maintain his power, a General Secretary must strive...
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