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development of naval architecture in the contexts of science, navy, and society, across the major shipbuilding nations of Britain, France, Spain, the
Netherlands, Sweden, Denmark, and Italy. Ferreiro describes the formulation of the three major elements of ship theory (the science of explaining
the physical behavior of a ship): maneuvering and sail theory, ship resistance and hydrodynamics, and stability theory. He considers the eras
influential books on naval architecture and describes the professionalization of ship constructors that is the true legacy of this period. Finally,
looking from the viewpoints of both the constructor and the naval administrator, he explains why the development of ship theory was encouraged,
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