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**xxx Excerpt from Life and Letters in the Fourth Century When studying the history of the early Roman Empire the reader has at call a thousand
impressions of the writers of the day, whom he has read from boyhood, and who have helped to form the mind and the temper with which he
reads. But the same does not hold of the period of the Gothic invasions and the fall of Paganism. The literature is extensive, but it is not known, it is
hardly read. No one who has given it a sympathetic study can call it wanting in pathos or power, but the traditions of scholarship point in another
direction. An age that can boast an Augustine and a Syuesius in prose, a Claudian and a Prudentius in poetry, is nevertheless in general ignored,
except by scholars engaged in some special research, who use them as sources. My endeavour has been, by reading (if | may use the expression)
across the period, to gain a truer knowledge because a wider. Then, bearing in mind its general air and character, | have tried to give the period to
my reader, not in a series of generalizations but in a group of portraits. | have tried to present the men in their own way, carefully and
sympathetically; to shew their several attempts, successful or unsuccessful, to realize and solve the problems common to them all; and to illustrate
these attempts from their environment, literary, religious and political. As far as possible, | have tried to let them tell their own tale, to display
themselves in their weakness and their strength. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands...
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