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**xxxx Excerpt from The Sumario Compendioso of Brother Juan Di ez: The Earliest Mathematical Work of the New World If the student of the history
of education were asked to name the earliest work on mathematics published by an American press, he might, after a little investiga tion, mention
the anonymous arithmetic that was printed in Boston in the year 1 729. It is now known that this was the work of that Isaac Greenwood who held for
some years the chair of mathematics in what was then Harvard College. If he should search the records still farther back, he might come upon the
American reprint of Hodder s well-known English arithmetic, the first textbook on the subject, so far as known, to appear in our language on this
side the Atlantic. If he should look to the early Puritans in New England for books of a mathematical nature, or to the Dutch settlers in New
Amsterdam, he would look in vain; for, so far as known, all the colonists in what is now the United States were content to depend upon European
textbooks to supply the needs of the relatively few schools that they maintained in the seventeenth century. The earliest mathematical work to
appear in the New World, however, ante dated Hodder and Greenwood by more than a century and a half. It was published long before the Puritans
had any idea of migrating to another continent, and fifty years before Henry Hudson discovered the river that bears his name. Of this work there
remain perhaps only four copies, and it is desirable, not alone because of its rarity but because of its importance in the...
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