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***** On the sixth day after the start, a shout from his guard aroused him, as they emerged from a steep ascent amongst some hills. Before him an
undulating ground, dotted with villages, stretched for three or four miles. At the foot of some steep hills, to the left of a wide valley, was a large
walled town which he knew to be Cabul. On the hillside above it was a strong building: half fort, half palace. This was the Bala-Hissar, the abode of
the Ameer, and the fortress of Cabul. In addition to the king s residence it contained barracks, store houses, magazines, and many residences.
Towards this the cavalcade made its way. They halted two miles from the town, and the chief sent his son forward to the Ameer, to inform him that
he had brought in an English prisoner; and to request that an escort might be sent out, lest he should be killed by the people on approaching the
town. An hour after the man had left, a troop of cavalry sallied out from the gate of the Bala-Hissar, and rode rapidly to the spot where the party
had halted. Surrounding the camel on which William Gale was mounted, they conducted it to the fortress.
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