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Sketch of the Late Hon. Thomas H. Dudley: A Paper Read Before the American Philosophical Society, April 19, 1895 Thomas Haines Dudley, born 10th
mo. 9, 1819, died 4th mo. 15, 1893, elected a member of the American Philosophical Society 10th mo. 15, 1880, was descended from Francis Dudley
and Rachel Wilkins, his wife, a member of the Society of Friends who came from the Parish of St. Peter, Wolverhampton, Staffordshire, about 1730.
Francis Dudley was the son of John Dudley and Mary Arney, of that parish, who were married in 1708. Another account says the name of his mother
was Jane Dudley. John, the English ancestor of this New Jersey family of Dudley, died in 1746. In the parish register of St. Peter s he is named as
singing man and clerk. Francis Dudley, the eldest son, so tradition says, came over with Nathan Middleton, and shortly after married Rachel Wilkins
in 1733, settled at Evesham (the Vale of Evesham, as the early settlers called it in memory of their old home in England), Burlington county, N.J. This
progenitor of the name in this State died in the early part of 1782 at Evesham. We find his will on record in the Secretary of State s office at Trenton,
and that of his widow Rachel a few years later, in 1786. He leaves his three sons goodly forms, upon the metes and bounds of which he dwells
minutely with all the pride of a Saxon landholder. In this connection we are reminded of the eloquent words of Mr. Blaine in his oration on President
Garfield, which are equally applicable to Mr. Dudley. Mr. Blaine says he was born heir to...
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