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The Islamic State s [IS] establishment of a caliphate in 2014 received massive media coverage
worldwide. The media has primarily focused on how IS use mass media, the Internet, extreme
violence and lately, the terrorist attacks in Paris. Terrorists who want to establish a caliphate are
not new. Why exactly did IS establish a caliphate Also, why didn t al-Qaeda This will be the main
questions I want to explore in this essay. To answer these questions, I will utilize the fragile state
concept. Both al-Qaeda and IS have presented the establishment of a caliphate as one of their
ultimate goals. Both organizations belong to the same Islamic school of theology: jihadist-Salafism.
Both organizations have had success and become dominant groups in the jihadi cause. Therefore,
it is interesting to compare the two groups in light of the status of Iraqi state to see if the fragile
state concept can explain anything. In this essay, I will compare...
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