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West Midlands History Limited, United Kingdom, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. Two famous and powerful
men of the late Victorian and early Edwardian era, Joseph Chamberlain (1836-1914) and George Cadbury (1839-1922), towered over one of the great
cities of the British Empire - Birmingham. Together, they offer a fascinating window into the rapidly changing world in which they lived and the
preoccupations of their generation. Throughout their lives both men pursued a common mission - to improve the lives of their fellow citizens - and
zealously pursued a philosophy of social and civic responsibility rooted in nonconformist religion. However, these were very different characters
sharing a single stage. Having aggressively built a fortune in engineering as a young man, Chamberlain entered civic politics and, during three
terms as mayor, he made Birmingham the global model of good civic governance. But his ambitions stretched beyond Birmingham to Westminster
where he became the first great middle-class statesman of modern Britain and the leading Radical of the age, although his career ended in failure
and he never achieved the highest office he craved. Throughout this turbulent career, Birmingham, sometimes referred to as his Duchy , remained
Chamberlain s political base and his family home. It was here, after an incapacitating stroke, that Chamberlain was buried following a funeral
where the size of the crowds brought the whole city to a halt. It was also here in Birmingham that Cadbury created his fortune and where his
programmes for social improvement caught the attention of the world. Taking control of the confectionery business established by his Quaker
family, Cadbury built it into one of the first great global brands. The wealth he created allowed Cadbury to introduce far-sighted benefits for his
workers, including the visionary model village of Bournville which...
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