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Hearts of Oak As the European age of empires developed it was inevitable that, as an island state, Britain would develop as a nation of sailors and
that in consequence its need for a powerful navy would exceed that of its European neighbours who could potentially expand by land and therefore
have a need to defend long land borders. So the great age of sail was epitomised by the Royal Navy. From the time of Drake and the defeat of the
Spanish Armada the British navy grew in in both its renown and its e=iciency. In the eighteenth century, as the wars with France raged, the Royal
Navy s finest commanders became national heroes and gained everlasting fame. By the turn of the nineteenth century the greatest threat to
European stability was the rise of Revolutionary, Consulate and Imperial France under Napoleon Bonaparte. This brought about momentous
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