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*xxx* Excerpt from Our Women in the War: An Address by Francis W. Dawson, Delivered February 22, 1887, at the Fifth Annual Re-Union of the
Association of the Maryland Line, at the Academy of Music, Baltimore, MD In the writings of Count Montholon there is the following passage: On
great occasions, it is almost always women who have given the strongest proofs of virtue and devotion. The reason is that, with men, good and had
qualities are, in general, the result of calculation, whilst in women they are impulses springing from the heart. Macaulay, in one of his essays, speaks
of that perfect disinterestedness and self-devotion of which man seems incapable, but which is sometimes found in woman. This virtue, this perfect
disinterestedness and self-devotion, was manifested on every side, and on all occasions, by Southern women during the Confederate war. Their
constancy and fidelity, their tenderness and courage, their unfailing cheerfulness and patience, have no parallel in the history of human
achievement and human suffering. Think for a moment of the peculiar circumstances. The soldiers on the Northern side fought as the Confederates
fought, and were equally exposed to the fatigue of the march and the hazard of battle. But the Northern soldier was well-clad, well-fed, well-armed.
Naught that science and wealth could furnish to make him an effective combatant was allowed to remain wanting. The Confederate, on the other
hand, was stinted in his food, and, besides, was poorly equipped in arms and munitions. In a campaign, he was more often bare-backed and bare-
footed than warmly clothed and well-shod. Apply the same test to the women. The mothers and wives, sisters and daughters, of the Northern...
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