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typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1882 edition. Excerpt: . . . CHAPTER XXVIII. THE MONGOLIAN FRONTIER AT MAIMATCHIN.
Outlook into Mongolia. --Town of Maimatchin without women. --Visit to a Chinese merchant. --Refreshments. --Attendants. --Purchases. --Tea-bricks
for coin. --The town. --Buddhist temple. --Chinese malefactors. --Their punishments. --Chinese dinner. --Food. --Intoxicating drinks. --Route to Peking.
--Travellers. --Modes of conveyance. --Manners of the desert. --Postal service. AS we stood on the top of Kiakhta church, we could see, as already
observed, the three towns of Troitzkosavsk, Kiakhta, and Maimatchin. The former two were like other Siberian towns, but southwards there lay
before us something decidedly new. Just over the border was a veritable Chinese town; then came a broad plain, covered with sand and herbage,
with the horizon bounded by the hills of Mongolia, beyond which the imagination was leH to picture its capital, Urga, and, further south, the great
wall of China. Before continuing our journey eastwards, therefore, I shall describe our visit to Maimatchin, and oJer a few observations upon the
route over the Mongolian frontier to Peking. Mai-ma-tchin signifies, in Chinese, buy and sell, and so is applied to this border town as a a place of
trade. It has a population, we were told, of 3, 000, and diJers in one respect, at all events, from all the cities upon the face of the earth, in that the
inhabitants are all of the male sex. Not a woman is to be found in the town, a babys music is never heard there, and the...
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