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*****.Under Title IV-E of the Social Security Act, states, territories, and tribes are entitled to claim partial federal reimbursement for the cost of
providing foster care, adoption assistance, and kinship guardianship assistance to children who meet federal eligibility criteria. The Title IV-E
program, as it is commonly called, provides support for monthly payments on behalf of eligible children, as well as funds for related case
management activities, training, data collection, and other costs of program administration. For FY2013, states spent $12.3 billion under the Title IV-
E program (both federal and state dollars); at least 25 of this spending (some $3.1 billion) was expended for the types of administrative program
costs described in this report, including case planning and pre-placement activities related to children in or entering foster care, as well as licensing,
recruitment, and background checks and other costs related to foster care providers. As a condition of receiving this funding, states, territories, and
tribes must have a Title IV-E plan that is approved by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), Administration for Children and
Families. That plan must ensure direct financial assistance is made available to eligible children under the Title IV-E program. Further, it must
ensure that the state, territory, or tribe will adhere to federal plan requirements primarily intended to ensure children s safety, permanence, and
well-being. The focus of this report is Title IV-E plan requirements other than those related to provision of direct financial assistance to eligible
children. Those requirements are intended to (1) enable children to be reunited with their families or prevent their entry to foster care; (2) promote
children s placement with relatives and maintain sibling connections;...
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