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Taylor Francis Ltd, United Kingdom, 2016. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. This book is the first study to consider
the extraordinary manuscript now known as the Carrara Herbal (British Library, Egerton 2020) within the complex network of medical, artistic and
intellectual traditions from which it emerged. The manuscript contains an illustrated, vernacular copy of the thirteenth-century pharmacopeia by
Ibn Sarabi, an Arabic-speaking Christian physician working in al-Andalus known in the West as Serapion the Younger. By 1290, Serapion s treatise
was available in Latin translation and circulated widely in medical schools across the Italian peninsula. Commissioned in the late fourteenth century
by the prince of Padua, Francesco II `il Novello da Carrara (r. 1390-1405), the Carrara Herbal attests to the growing presence of Arabic medicine
both inside and outside of the University. Its contents speak to the Carrara family s historic role as patrons and protectors of the Studium, yet its
form - a luxury book in Paduan dialect adorned with family heraldry and stylistically diverse representations of plants - locates it in court culture. In
particular, the manuscript s form connects Serapion s treatise to patterns of book collection and rhetorics of self-making encouraged by humanists
and practiced by Francesco s ancestors. Beginning with Petrarch (1304-74) and continuing with Pier Paolo Vergerio (ca. 1369-1444), humanists held
privileged positions in the Carrara court, and humanist culture vied with the University s successes for leading roles in Carrara self-promotion. With
the other illustrated books in the prince s collection, the Herbal negotiated these traditional arenas of family patronage and brought them into
confluence, promoting Francesco as an ideal `physician prince capable of ensuring the moral and physical health of Padua. Considered in this way,
the Carrara Herbal is the product of an intersection between the Pan-Mediterranean transmission...
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