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**x*x* Excerpt from A Soldier s Story: Prison Life and Other Incidents in the War of 1861- 65 | have been requested to write some incidents, experiences
and observations of prison life during the war of 1861- 65. After thirty-eight or thirty-nine years it is somewhat difficult to recall anything like all that
transpired in those dark days. Some people say it is time to stop talking about that war. Now, that would be a hard thing for those who lived in those
days to do: stop talking about the war. The men, women and children at home had almost as hard a time as those at the front - not quite so
dangerous, yet it required courage and true patriotism to stand in their places. Furthermore, it seems necessary, in order to keep history straight,
that those who lived and participated in that part of our history should occasionally be heard from, otherwise those who write so much, who live
north of the Mason and Dixon s line, would make our rising generation believe what is false. So | say to all such: Nothing in the past is dead to the
man who would learn how the present came to be what it is. Much has been written and said by our Northern friends as to the suffering of the Union
soldiers in Southern prisons - Andersonville, Salisbury and other places - during that war. They draw an awful picture of their poor soldiers suffering
and dying in Southern prisons. In some respects this was true. To be in prison of itself was bad enough, but to be there without proper food or
medicine was very bad...
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