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Guide to Hunting and Interrogating Witches Hammer of the Witches Malleus Maleficarum Heinrich Kramer Translated by Montague Summers The
early legal codes of most European nations contain laws directed against witchcraB. Thus, for example, the oldest document of Frankish legislation,
the Salic Law (Lex salica), which was reduced to a written form and promulgated under Clovis, who died 27 November, 511, mulcts (sic) those who
practise magic with various fines, especially when it could be proven that the accused launched a deadly curse, or had tied the Witch s Knot. This
latter charm was usually a long cord tightly tied up in elaborate loops, among whose reticulations it was customary to insert the feathers of a black
hen, a raven, or some other bird which had, or was presumed to have, no speck of white. This is one of the oldest instruments of witchcraB and is
known in all countries and among all nations. It was put to various uses. The wizards of Finland, when they sold wind in the three knots of a rope. If
the first knot were undone a gentle breeze sprang up; if the second, it blew a mackerel gale; if the third, a hurricane. But the Witch s Ladder, as it
was often known, could be used with far more baleful effects.
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