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Syracuse University Press, United States, 2011. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. Despite the ease with which scholars
have used the term memory in re-cent decades, its definition remains enigmatic. Does cultural memory rely on the memories of individuals, or does
it take shape beyond the borders of the individual mind? Cultural memory has garnered particular atten-tion within Irish studies. With its trauma-
filled history and sizable global diaspora, Ireland presents an ideal subject for work in this vein. What do stereotypes of Irish memory-as extensive,
unforgiving, begrudging, but also blank on particular, usually traumatic, subjects-reveal about the ways in which cultural remembrance works in
contemporary Irish culture and in Irish diasporic culture? How do icons of Irishness-from the harp to the cottage, from the Celtic cross to a figure
like James Joyce-function in cultural memory? This collection seeks to address these questions as it maps a landscape of cultural memory in Ireland
through theoretical, historical, literary, and cultural explorations by top scholars in the field of Irish studies. In a series that will ultimately include
four volumes, the sixteen es-says in this first volume explore remembrance and forgetting throughout history, from early modern Ireland to
contemporary multicultural Ireland. Among the many subjects address, Guy Beiner disentangles collective from folk memory in Remembering and
Forgetting the Irish Rebellion of 1798, and Anne Dolan looks at local memory of the Civil war in Embodying the Memory of War and Civil War. The
volume concludes with Alan Titley s The Great Forgetting, a compelling argu-ment for viewing modern Irish culture as an artifact of the
Europeaniza-tion of Ireland and for bringing into focus the urgent need for further, wide-ranging Irish-language scholarship.
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