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30.17(1), the Legislative Research Commission authorized an air ambulance committee to study the feasibility of and make recommendations for an
air ambulance system in North Carolina. The committee was chaired by Senator Aaron Plyler and Representative Joe Hackney. Interest in a
statewide air ambulance system first arose in the early 1970 s. In 1973, the General Assembly enacted the Emergency Medical Services Act, which
authorized the Secretary of the Department of Human Resources to promote the development of an air ambulance support system to supplement
ground vehicle operations (N.C.G.S. 143-509(8). In the following years, the Department s OFice of Emergency Medical Services produced a draG
paper on air ambulances and financed both a study of a fixed-wing air ambulance system and a demonstration air ambulance project using a
helicopter. None of these eForts materialized into a statewide air ambulance system. However, interest in the proposal was renewed in 1983,
particularly among the larger hospitals. In February, 1984, Dr. Sarah T. Morrow, Secretary of the Department of Human Resources, appointed a
Task Force to study the feasibility of a statewide air ambulance system and to consider the degree of involvement the State should have in that
system. In September, 1984, the Task Force issued its report, recommending that the State purchase 9 helicopters for 6 sites throughout the state.
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