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AfricaThe inhabitants were quiet and peaceable, and lived a life of artless simplicity and happiness. For generations they had been established there;
they grew many fruits in their gardens, and excelled in the manufacture of cloth, pottery, ironware, and wood-carving. No Arab slaver had ever
visited this country. Within its borders the very report of a gun had never once been heard. But as the explorer walked among the palm-trees and
met the kindly eyes of the country-people who came to gaze upon the white mar, his heart sank. This Arcadia could not last. He knew, from what
had happened in adjacent districts, from what happens every day in Africa, that its fate was sealed. And the sequel showed too clearly that his silent
prophecy was right. Four years passed. The same traveler led his caravan once more across this sylvan country. As we approached the villages we
wondered that no one came out to receive us with rejoicings, that no merry laughter greeted our ears. We entered the deep shade of the mighty
palms, and to the right and left were the clearings where our friends had stood. Tall grass had overgrown all that formerly gladdened us. The crops
were destroyed; everything was laid waste. The silence of death breathes over the lofty crowns of the palms waving in the wind. We enter, and it is in
vain we look for the happy homesteads and happy old scenes. A charred pole here and there, a few banana-trees, are the only evidences that man
once dwelt here. Bleached skulls by the road-side, and the skeletons of human hands attached to poles, tell the story of what has happened...
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