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Partly in response to concerns that inadequate housing might be contributing to servicemembers decisions to leave the military, Congress enacted
the MHPI in 1996. The initiative gave the Department of Defense (DOD) legal authorities to replace or renovate inadequate housing for
unaccompanied military personnel (those without dependents) and military families using private-sector financing, ownership, operation, and
maintenance. Certain military personnel receive the BAH, which can be used to pay rent to live in privatized housing. Since 1996, DOD has built and
modernized on-installation unaccompanied personnel housing using military construction funds. According to a February 2013 DOD report to
Congress, from fiscal years 1996 through 2012, DOD spent over $20 billion of military construction funds to build and modernize on-installation
housing for unaccompanied military personnel. GAO was asked to review DOD s efforts to privatize unaccompanied housing. GAO discusses the (1)
analyses the military services conducted to make decisions about privatizing housing for unaccompanied personnel and (2) status of housing
projects the military services have privatized for unaccompanied personnel. GAO obtained and reviewed fiscal years 1996-2013 housing plans and
analyses the.
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