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WHAT  ALGORIT HMS WANT : IMAGINAT ION IN T HE AGE OF C OMPUT ING (HARDBAC K)       

MIT Press Ltd, United States, 2017. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. The gap between theoretical ideas and messy
reality, as seen in Neal Stephenson, Adam Smith, and Star Trek. We depend on -- we believe in -- algorithms to help us get a ride, choose which book
to buy, execute a mathematical proof. It s as if we think of code as a magic spell, an incantation to reveal what we need to know and even what we
want. Humans have always believed that certain invocations -- the marriage vow, the shaman s curse -- do not merely describe the world but make
it. Computation casts a cultural shadow that is shaped by this long tradition of magical thinking. In this book, Ed Finn considers how the algorithm -
- in practical terms, a method for solving a problem -- has its roots not only in mathematical logic but also in cybernetics, philosophy, and magical
thinking. Finn argues that the algorithm deploys concepts from the idealized space of computation in a messy reality, with unpredictable and
sometimes fascinating results. Drawing on sources that range from Neal Stephenson s Snow Crash to Diderot s Encyclopedie, from Adam Smith to
the Star Trek computer, Finn explores the gap between theoretical ideas and pragmatic instructions. He examines the development of intelligent
assistants like Siri, the rise of algorithmic aesthetics at Netflix, Ian Bogost s satiric Facebook game Cow Clicker, and the revolutionary economics of
Bitcoin. He describes Google s goal of anticipating our questions, Uber s cartoon maps and black box accounting, and what Facebook tells us about
programmable value, among other things. If we want to understand the gap between abstraction and messy reality, Finn argues, we need to build a
model of algorithmic reading and scholarship that attends...
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Related eBo o ks  

R ef lectin g th e Etern al:  Dan te's Div in e C o med y  in  th e N o v els o f  C  S L ew is                      
Hendrickson Publishers Inc. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Reflecting the Eternal: Dante's Divine Comedy in the
Novels of C S Lewis, Marsha Daigle-Williamson, The characters, plots, and potent language of C. S. Lewis's novels...
Sav e eP u b  »   

Th e Sto ry  o f  P atsy  ( Il lu strated  Ed itio n )  ( Do d o  P ress)                   
Dodo Press, United Kingdom, 2007. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Illustrated. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book
***** Print on Demand *****.Kate Douglas Wiggin, nee Smith (1856-1923) was an American children s...
Sav e eP u b  »   

DK R ead ers L 1:  J o b s P eo p le Do :  A  Day  in  th e L if e  o f  a Firef igh ter                      
DK Publishing. Paperback / soMback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, DK Readers L1: Jobs People Do: A Day in the Life of a
Firefighter, Linda Hayward, DK Publishing, This Level 1 book is appropriate for...
Sav e eP u b  »   

DK R ead ers L 1:  J o b s P eo p le Do :  A  Day  in  th e L if e  o f  a Teach er                     
DK Publishing (Dorling Kindersley), United States, 2001. Paperback. Book Condition: New. American.. 224 x 150 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book. This Level 1 book is appropriate for children who are just beginning to...
Sav e eP u b  »   

C alif o rn ia Versio n  o f  Wh o  A m I in  th e L iv es o f  C h ild ren ? an  In tro d u ctio n  to  Early  C h ild h o o d  Ed u catio n ,                                                        
En h an ced  P earso n  Etext w ith  L o o se- L eaf  Versio n  - -  A ccess C ard  P ackage                      
Pearson, United States, 2015. Loose-leaf. Book Condition: New. 10th. 249 x 201 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book. NOTE: Used
books, rentals, and purchases made outside of Pearson If purchasing or renting from companies...
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