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Forgotten Books. Paperback. Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. 50 pages. Dimensions: 9.0in. x 6.0in. x 0.1in.Excerpt from A Guide to
the Study of H. Richardsons Australia FelixThe book opens with a description of an accident on the Ballarat gold diggings, in which a miner was
buried alive, with Long Jim, an English exile, an ex-lamplighter turned miner, mourning for his dead friend, hating the harsh land where he now
struggled to live. The hideous landscape of the diggings, the animal-like roughness of the miners, the ugliness of the landscape serve as a fitting
introduction to the story of Richard Mahonys fate. Immediately following this accident, the Commissioner arrived with a group of mounted police to
demand the production of mining licences, and Long Jim, being without one, fled. To divert the attention of the pursuers, his young mate, Purdy
Smith, ran oE in the opposite direction and was captured by one of the troop as he fell over a pile of tin dishes outside Richard Mahonys store. The
storekeeper gave bail for him to be released and so the reader for the first time meets the hero of the book, Richard Mahony, a medical graduate of
Edinburgh University, now the keeper of a general store in Ballarat, aFer a brief unhappy spell as a digger. The next day the two friends attended a
miners meeting which was being held in a large tent on Bakery Hill to discuss the unpopular licencing tax, and at the meeting Mahony gave a first
demonstration of how little he had in common with the miners, in his sentimental speech on what they owed to the British flag. Purdy Smith, who
realised that they resented this attitude, showed by his speech that he was in agreement with the rebels against the tax,...
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