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Ports, waterways, and vessels handle billions of dollars in cargo annually, and an attack on our nation s maritime transportation system could have
dire consequences. Ports are inherently vulnerable to terrorist attacks because of their size, general proximity to metropolitan areas, the volume of
cargo being processed, and their link to the global supply chain-that is, the flow of goods from manufacturers to retailers. Balancing security
concerns with facilitation of the free flow of people and commerce remains an ongoing challenge for federal, state, local, and private stakeholders
operating in ports. Within DHS, several components are responsible for port security activities. These activities include, among other things,
promoting maritime domain awareness, conducting port facility inspections, and screening incoming vessels cargoes for the presence of
contraband such as weapons of mass destruction, illicit drugs, or explosives. This statement discusses progress and challenges in key areas of DHS
port security programs. It is based on work GAO has previously conducted from September 2003 to September 2013 with selected updates
conducted through May 2014. For these updates, GAO contacted DHS officials and reviewed relevant documents.
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