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Number: (OCoLC)76756909 Subject: United States -- Foreign relations -- South Asia. Excerpt: . . . 11 Normalized relations and increased trade and
people-to-people ties will benefit both countries and the region. We are encouraged by the most recent round of the Composite Dialogue held two
weeks ago in New Delhi. Confidence-building meas-ures, such as the opening of bus and rail links, are helping to create a constituency for peace in
both nations. We will continue to encourage peace eKorts between the two countries, including a resolution of the question of Kashmir that is
acceptable to India, Pakistan and the Kashmiri people. Pakistani-Afghan Relations In all our discussions with Pakistan, we are in agreement on the
need for a stable Afghanistan and the urgent need for economic development in the border regions. Under the auspices of the Tripartite
Commission, we are working with both nations to enhance military cooperation in the region. BANGLADESH Bangladesh is a traditionally moderate
and tolerant country that has made im-pressive progress in establishing democracy since gaining independence in 1971. Over its history,
Bangladesh has made great strides in building its economy and im-proving the well-being of its people. Much credit goes to its dynamic civil society
organizations. Beyond the accomplishments that have benefited their own society, non-governmental organizations such as the Grameen Bank
have devised innovative approaches in micro-finance with world-wide applicability. In recent years Bangladeshs Gross Domestic Product has grown
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obstacles are corruption and poor governance, which are a drag on the countrys economy. This is keeping...
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