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***** 0n May 22, 2011, a massive multi-vortex EF5 tornado ripped through the heart of America, leaving the city of Joplin, Missouri in ruins. As a
result of the tornado s devastation, more than one hundred sixty people lost their lives, with the injured numbering more than a thousand. More
than eighteen thousand vehicles were destroyed and nearly seven thousand homes lost, with nearly a thousand more damaged. There were nearly
five hundred businesses leveled or damaged, many of them medical facilities, affecting more than five thousand jobs. The high school was
decimated along with five other school buildings and seven more damaged. One of the two main hospitals in the four-state area took a direct hit
along with a nearby nursing home, destroying both. Several churches along the path of the tornado were also destroyed. Because of the staggering
array of tragic statistics, it would be easy to see the events of that fateful Sunday as a tale of destruction, disparity, and death. Even though these
statistics and tragedy are certainly a part of the events, | am convinced that the story that will be forever told will be one of the extreme outpouring
and manifestation of faith, hope, and love. In the wake of the storm, a sea of volunteers from all over the country (and many parts of the world)
descended upon the city, restoring life and vitality to the community. Hundreds of thousands of men, women, and children rushed to share the
burdens of its citizens, easing their pain and suffering. The people who were monitoring and following the storm activity that day will tell you that
the conditions were perfect for a devastating tornado....
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