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***xx Excerpt from Historical Discourse: On the Occasion of the 50th Anniversary of Christ Church Parish Unionville, Conn;, June 17, 1896 Fifty years is
a long time in the life of any community, and especially in so busy a one as this. The Tunxis River with its fine water-power early attracted the notice
of manufacturers, and paper, iron, and kindred industries found here a fitting field for their development. And in the coming and going of families
and individuals - so marked a characteristic of our American life - there would inevitably occur here in this place the ebb and flow of various
religious preferences, and the stability of none. All the religious bodies of New England doubtless then had representatives in Unionville long before
the year 1845. the year when the organized life of the church we love began. But the Standing Order was that builded on the Saybrook platform,
and in accordance with that formula, the Congregational meeting-house was the common home of all Christian people in the village. The day has
gone by when it would be either correct or courteous to deny that the Gospel was preached to men in that church, or that Christian morality and
sanctified lives could be lived under teachings somewhat at variance with the lessons of history and the traditions of truth. But with all these
blessings - and you know | would not minimize them in the very smallest jot or tittle - there were individuals here who were restless and homeless
when deprived of the ministrations of that church, whose sublime ritual had been the loved friend of their youth. From various climes and widely-
sundered states they...
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