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SIMON SCHUSTER, United States, 2010. Paperback. Condition: New. Reprint. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. The
Diamond is a brilliant, dazzling historical novel about a famous diamond -- one of the biggest in the world -- that passed from the hands of William
Pitt s grandfather to the French kings and Napoleon, linking many of the most famous personalities of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, and
serving as the centerpiece for a novel in every way as fascinating as Susan Sontag s The Volcano Lover or Umberto Eco s The Name of the Rose.
Rich with historical detail, characters, and nonstop drama, the story centers on the famous Regent diamond -- once the largest and most beautiful
diamond in the world -- which was discovered in India in the late seventeenth century and bought by the governor of the East India Company, a
cunning nabob, trader, and ex-pirate named Thomas Pitt. His son brought it to London, where a Jewish diamond-cutter of genius took two years to
fashion it into one of the world s greatest gems. After hawking it around the courts of Europe, Pitt sold the diamond to Louis XIV s profligate and
deeply amoral nephew, the Duc d Orleans. Raised to glory by this fortune, Pitt s grandsons would rule England and devote their lives to fighting the
very Bourbon kings who wore their diamond, the enduring symbol of the rivalry between France and England. The diamond was worn by Louis XIV,
Louis XV, and by Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette. A beautiful blond whore placed it in her private parts to entice Czar Peter the Great on his visit to
Paris. A band of thieves stole it during the bloodiest days of the Revolution. Found in an attic, it was pawned...
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