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Romans, but it was impossible for them to withstand the most powerful empire that ever existed. So the temple was destroyed by Titus, and Jeru
salem laid waste, and finally the population was decimated, exiled and taken into captivity under the Emperor Hadrian. During all these vicissitudes
and changes of fortune which befell Israel from the time of the birth of the nation, the moral and religious life of the people grew slowly but steadily
in strength, depth and breadth. The law which, according to tradition, was proclaimed to the people of Israel from Mount Sinai, remained for along
time a dead letter, the people preferring the image of the golden calf, and the brazen serpent, and the service of Baal, Moloch and Ashtoreth, to the
abstract idea of an unseen, unknow able, infinite and everlasting Supreme Being. All through the period of the Judges and during the greater
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