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Chesterton (1874-1936) was one of the most original minds of the twentieth century. He was a gifted journalist, essayist, biographer, poet, novelist,
playwright, philosopher, debater, and defender of common sense, of Christianity, and of the Catholic faith. He was truly an influential man of his
time, writing thousands of essays and hundreds of books. Today he remains one of the best and most quoted writers of the English language. In this
book of essays, Father James V. Schall, a prolific author himself and a prominent Catholic writer, brings readers to Chesterton through a witty series
of original reflections prompted by something Chesterton wrote--timely essays on timeless issues. Like Chesterton, Schall consciously leads the
reader to the reality of what is, of what is true and what is at the heart of things. It is a handbook of how to take up almost any essay or chapter or
paragraph of Chestertons many works and, upon further reflection, come to realize that he was a profoundly wise man who still teaches vividly and
accurately a century after he wrote. Schall easily captures Chestertons fondness of life and laughter, and at the same time, makes readers aware of
Chestertons extreme insight and rigorous understanding of ideas and truth. Included in this book is an introductory chapter on Chesterton as a
journalist, which is how he identified himself, and a concluding chapter that provides an extended reflection on Chestertons world. Forty-one essays
comprise the heart of the book. They range widely in subject matter, from the Catholic Church as the natural home of the human spirit, through
such topics as virtue and honor, horror and detective stories, toys and Christmas, right and wrong, to...
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