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Ocean Sciences Board (AOSB) in July 1996 the then chainnan, Geoffrey Holland, wrote a letter of
invitation to a meeting to plan a Symposium on the Freshwater Balance of the Arctic . The meeting
was held in Ottawa on November 12-13 1996 and was attended by representatives of various
organisations, including the U.S. National Science Foundation (NSF), as well as individual scientists.
Results of this meeting included: * Co-sponsorship with AOSB by the Scientific Committee on Ocean
Research (SCOR), the Arctic Climate System Study (ACSYS) and the Global Energy and Water Cycle
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the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) Scientific Affairs Division. * That expenses would be
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