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**x*x* Excerpt from Report of the Committee Appointed by the General Assembly of the State of Rhode-Island, 1832 The Committee appointed to
inquire into the causes, grounds and extent of the charges and accusations note in circulation against Freemasonry and Masons in this State,
Report, That from the moment of their appointment they were fully sensible of the peculiar nature of the investigation they were to engage in. The
charges to be inquired into were, roost of them, of a general, indefinite, irresponsible character: yet, in their scope and tendency imputing motives,
designs, principles and practices; adverse to religion and morality, subversive of civil government and incompatible with all the social and civil
virtues and duties; imputing these to a large portion of the community in which we live; a portion connected and amalgamated with the rest
throughout the state by all those ties of common interests, pursuits, sympathies and feelings, of daily intercourse, of friendships and of kindred, by
which society itself is bound and held together. All these high charges were also to be gathered from various printed addresses, memorials, reports
of meetings and committees, from numerous pamphlets and newspapers; and, when collected, were to be put into some tangible shape and order
for examination. And, while taking this preparatory survey of the task before them, the committee could not but be aware that, as the whole of
these charges, in their application to masonry and masons in this state, had been framed or propagated by an association which had for some time
been organized among us, and had lately declared or avowed itself to be a political antimasonic party; it was probable that that party,...
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