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of the life's work of the distinguished Oxford University lecturer and philogist JRR Tolkien, The Lord of the Rings achieved a huge cult following
around the world - over 50 million of the book have been sold in 25 languages . It was voted the British public's favourite book of the twentieth
century and more recently its favourite book of all time when it triumphed in the BBC's "Big Read" competition . The phenomenally successful
release of New Zealand-based director Peter Jackson's 2001-03 film trilogy brought Tolkien's work new prominence but The Lord of the Rings, and
other works by the author, had also previously been adopted by other filmmakers with varying degrees of commercial and critical success . This
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