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was no doubt well that neither the advocates or the opponents of the constitutional clause of 1776 saw its inevitable result; else it had not been
adopted. But to justify that action, we must consider what was at that time the extent of an ordinary English education, and how small a portion of
the community received it, in the private schools of the day. The classics and the higher mathematics were seldom studied by those not destined for
a learned profession or a college course. Natural Science and Political Economy, as branches of popular knowledge, did not exist; and a very limited
acquaintance with Geography and History suFiced for the occasions of most men in those days of little travel and few newspapers. As to Drawing, it
was reckoned, with Embroiderypand Deportment as an ornamental accomplishment for the very few young ladies schools then exist ing. The
modern languages were learned for immediate use by the few adults who had need of them, and singing, in social even ing schools, by adolescents.
There remained, therefore, really but the instruction in the three R s to be considered when popular education was before the slegislature, -
providence thus, according to the promise that we shall not be tempted above that we are able, making the first step an easy one. These wonderful
R s, little clouds like a, man s hand-they have showered great bless ings upon us! Nor is their influence yet spent. The promise and potency of much
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