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Munshiram Manoharlal Publishers Pvt Ltd, New Delhi, 1999. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. First. The Buddha, upon the attainment of
enlightenment, found out that the conditioned existence, whatever be its form or state, is basically and inherently characterized by pain. The
conditioned existence is painful on account of it being insubstantial and impermanent and also due to it being subject to constant becoming. As life
in the world is painful, so it is necessary to find out such a treatment by the application of which suAering as such could be transcended. The basic
thrust of the Dharma of the Buddha, thus, is not to realize the telos of life in and through the world; rather it is to go beyond that which is given. It is
the negation or transcendence of the given that the ultimate goal is reached, which is termed as nirvana or the extinction of suAering. Since it is not
possible for every individual to reach this ultimate goal of nirvana, so Buddhism, particularly in its Mahayana version, devised a practical scheme in
terms of which a Bodhisattva, seen as the embodiment of compassion, could come to the rescue of those who sought his help. As a religious idea,
the compassion of a Bodhisattva for sentient beings became the basis of Buddhist spirituality, which meant that no more would one seek self-
salvation unless each creature attained to the state of freedom from becoming. It is towards the salvation of others that a Bodhisattva works for,
and not for his own salvation. The question that arises is this: Is this selfless compassion equivalent to the Christian charity which the Word, upon
becoming flesh, expressed upon the Cross at Calvary? As Buddhism believes neither in the existence of a loving and living God nor in a substantial
self, so the...
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