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Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.3in.Depletion and overfishing of domestic fishery resources prompted
the passage of the Fishery Conservation and Management Act in 1976. U. S. jurisdiction was thus
extended to 200 miles from the U. S. shoreline, and a new fisheries management organization was
established. Eight regional fishery management councils were set up to manage fisheries in
conjunction with the States and the Department of Commerces National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMFS). GAO examined the implementation of the Act, with emphasis on the activities of the
regional councils and their interactions with NMFS. NMFS and the eight regional councils have done
much to achieve successful domestic fisheries management. They are working together toward
insuring conservation and realizing the full potential of the Nations fishery resources. Foreign
fishing in the Fishery Conservation Zone, the area extending 200 miles from the U. S. coastline, has
been managed through preliminary fishery management plans (FMP). FMPs have been developed
to provide fisheries management for domestic and foreign fishermen, and demand has been
decreased on domestic fish stocks. While the Act and the accomplishments cited have established
the U. S. as...
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