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***** From the beginning of the book: France, when she undertook the creation of a Bourbon empire beyond the seas, was the first nation of
Europe. Her population was larger than that of Spain, and three times that of England. Her army in the days of Louis Quatorze, numbering nearly a
half-million in all ranks, was larger than that of Rome at the height of the imperial power. No nation since the fall of Roman supremacy had
possessed such resources for conquering and colonizing new lands. By the middle of the seventeenth century Spain had ceased to be a dangerous
rival; Germany and Italy were at the time little more than geographical expressions, while England was in the throes of the Puritan Revolution. Nor
was it only in the arts of war that the hegemony of the Bourbon kingdom stood unquestioned. In art and education, in manners and fashions,
France also dominated the ideas of the old continent, the dictator of social tastes as well as the grim warrior among the nations. In the second half
of the seventeenth century France might justly claim to be both the heart and the head of Europe. Small wonder it was that the leaders of such a
nation should demand to see the clause in Adam s will which bequeathed the New World to Spain and Portugal. Small wonder, indeed, that the first
nation of Europe should insist upon a place in the sun to which her people might go to trade, to make land yield its increase, and to widen the
Bourbon sway. If ever there was a land able and ready to take up the white man s burden, it...
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