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1780 and 1781, all the lands belonging to British subjects were confiscated to the use of the State, and with these lands Maryland rewarded the
officers and soldiers who faithfully served in the revolution in the Maryland Line. The Act of 1781 created a Land Office for the Western Shore, and
another for the Eastern Shore, and placed each of them under the direction and care of a Register. In 1841 these two offices were consolidated, and
the present Land Office was established at Annapolis. By the Constitution of 1851, the Commissioner of the Land Office was created and directed to
perform the duties formerly discharged by the Chancellor, Register and Examiner-General, and to act as Judge in caveat cases. In 1853 the General
Assembly passed an Act declaring the Court of the Commissioner of the Land Office to be a Court of Record. The Act of 1862 and the Constitution of
1864, made the Commissioner of the Land Office the keeper of the Chancery Records and the anti-revolutionary and revolutionary papers. By the
Constitution of 1867 he was further required to collect, arrange, classify, and keep all papers, records and relics connected with the early history of
Maryland. Besides performing the duties required by the Acts mentioned, the Commissioner of the Land Office, among other things, has to issue
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