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T HE MOT IF OF BLINDNESS IN RIC HARD WRIGHT S NAT IVE SON    

Grin Verlag. Paperback. Condition: New. 24 pages. Dimensions: 8.1in. x 5.8in. x 0.2in.Seminar paper from the year 2008 in the subject English -
Literature, Works, grade: 2, 7, http: www. uni-jena. de (Institut fr AnglistikAmerikanistik), language: English, abstract: The motif of blindness is an
idea that recurs many times in Richard Wrights masterpiece Native Son. Thus it has got a significant meaning to develop the novels general theme.
This motif, next to others (such as whiteness), supports a certain idea: Referring to James Nagel, it is . . . operative throughout the novel . . . and
provides the impression of . . . a lack of understanding and of a tendency to generalize individuals on the basis of race. It is both a rationalization
for those who are looking and a disguise for those who are looked at. Almost all the characters, occurring in the novel, are blind in a figurative
sense, which makes them prejudiced or apparently charitable not knowing what they are actually causing. They provoke hatred and are not able to
see reality as it is. In fact, Bigger is considered to be a stereotype representing the whole black mass. Not until the end of Native Son (But what I killed
for, I am! 429) does he realize his being an individual with particular needs and emotions. Conversely, he sees himself through the eyes of others,
especially through those of the white people surrounding him. Obviously, blindness plays an important role in the novel. This seminar paper will
deal with this motif that underlines the characters lack of understanding, as Nagel would call it, and their tendency to consider an individual to be
just an example of a whole mass, namely Bigger as the stereotype of the whole black community. In that way, microcosm is turned...
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