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**xxxx Excerpt from Minutes of the Annual Session of the Bethlehem Baptist Association: Held With Pleasant Ridge Baptist Church, Monroe County,
Ala;, October 14, 15 16, 1896 Article 1. This body shall be called The Bethlehem Baptist Association. Art. 2. It shall be composed of Messengers duly
elected by Missionary Baptist Churches of Christ in connection with this Association. Each church shall be entitled to three Messengers and an
additional one for every fifty members or fractional part thereof. Art. 3. It shall meet annually according to adjournment; and when assembled thus,
shall elect, by private ballot, a Moderator and a Clerk, whose duties shall be such as custom imposes on their respective offices. They shall continue
in office until superseded by their duly elected successors. Art. 4. This body is no court of appeal and shall exercise no ecclesiastical authority over
the churches. Art. 5. The business of this body, when assembled, shall be to hear reports from the churches as to their spiritual condition, prosperity,
etc., and to consult and advise together for their mutual development and co-operation in all matters pertaining to the evangelization of the world.
Art. 6. This body, when assembled, may receive other Missionary Baptist Churches into this Union. Art. 7. This body may request or receive
correspondence with any other like body: or any representative body or interest of our denomination. Art. 8. This body may invite visiting brethren
of like bodies and others representing our denominational interest, to seats with us, and such brethren may speak on any subject coming before the
body, but can not vote or officiate as a member of this body. Art. 9. It shall be...
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