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**xxx Excerpt from The Books of Chronicles Of the nine books included in the Kethubim or Hagiographa, the following are regarded as historical:
Esther, Daniel, Chronicles, and Ezra and Nehemiah. The second of these is partly historical and partly prophetical, and belongs to the period of the
captivity. The first is a monograph, standing by itself, and referring to a singular instance of the protection vouchsafed by Divine Providence to the
Jews of the dispersion under the Persian Empire. The other three form really and designedly a continuous history from the beginning of time, and
more fully from the accession of David to the administration of Nehemiah. The books of Chronicles are the only proper antecedent to the history of
the times after the captivity. The Occasion. - The books of Ezra and Nehemiah contain a narrative of events occurring after the return of the Jews
from the exile of seventy years; the former having for its central event the rebuilding of the temple, the latter the restoration of the walls of
Jerusalem. The grand difference in the condition of this people after the captivity was this, that the civil and religious affairs of the nation were no
longer governed by a common principle, or as we should say, that the state and the church were no longer the counterparts of one common polity.
The ministers of religion still continued to acknowledge the supremacy of God and profess obedience to His law. But the rulers of the state had
become subject to the paramount authority of a foreign and heathen power. It is true that a descendant of David was for some years the civil head
of the...
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