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*xx* Excerpt from Report of J. W. Washburn and W. P. Denckla Upon the Natural Resources of the Arkansas Valley: From Little Rock, Ark;, To Fort
Gibson, C. N., Made to the Little Rock and Fort Smith Railroad Company In presenting this Report, the reader will bear in mind that it was written in
great haste, and that it only pretends to give, in an imperfect manner, the results of a very hasty and superficial examination of the belt of country
occupied by the lands of the Little Rock and Fort Smith Railroad Company. It was found impossible to do more than to go over the ground and
collect such specimens as might be picked up on the surface or found in the hands of citizens, many of whom promised to send forward more
perfect specimens, but not one of whom, so far as known, has paid any further attention to the matter. Such universal apathy as pervades the
people of the region of country here attempted to be brought into notice is extremely unfortunate, and, it must be confessed, is not calculated to
attract the sympathy of the wide-awake spirits of the present day, nor to encourage those who are endeavoring to foster and build up works of
internal improvement in their midst. But it is, nevertheless, hoped that the merits of the country will prove sufficient of themselves to attract that
attention which they so justly deserve; and although the specimens obtained are but meagre in number and variety, and do not at all do justice as
representing the value of the mineral resources of the Valley of the Arkansas, yet it is hoped that they...
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