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Forgotten Books, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from The Historical
Works Of: Containing the Topography of Ireland, and the History of the Conquest of Ireland, Translated by Thomas Forester, Esq., M. A.; The
Itinerary Through Wales, and the Description of Wales, Translated by Sir Richard Colt Hoare, Bart Giraldus was evidently a zealous, if a rather
credulous, observer and collector of facts. It was during this visit to Ireland that he occupied himself diligently in collecting materials for a
description of that country, and remained there for that purpose some time after the departure of prince John. The result was his Topography of
Ireland, which he began to compose soon after his return to Wales, a little after the Easter of 1186, and completed in 1187. Its completion gave
occasion for a remarkable display of the writer s vanity and love of ostentation. He recited his book, which was divided into three parts, which he
called by the then fashionable term of distinctions, before a public audience of the university of Oxford on three successive days; and, to give more
effect to this proceeding, he gave on each day a sumptuous feast. The poor people of the town were entertained on the first day; the doctors and
students of greatest distinction on the second; and on the third the other scholars and the burghers and soldiers. Giraldas was evidently very proud
of the sensation he had made on these occasions; for in one of his books (that De Gestis Suis, lib. li. 0. He declares that it was worthy of the classic
ages of the poets of antiquity, and that nothing like it had ever been seen in England. Its effect appears to have been to increase his celebrity....
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