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RareBooksClub. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 36 pages. Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.lin.This
historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without
typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1868 edition. Excerpt: . . . THE TABLE-TALK Of JOHN SELDEN. INTRODUCTION. BOOK of
Apothegms is an armoury of thoughts more or less selicitously expressed. Rightly read, it acts as a tonic on the mind. The subjects are so
disconnected and follow the one the other so rapidly: the opinions and arguments are so incisively expressed, and are often so apparently
contradictory and paradoxical: that the whole work becomes hard to read, and still harder to digest. Rapid reading of such condensed thought is
unproductive; careful study, however, makes it both enjoyable and fruitful: and that in proportion to the activity of the readers mind. It is clear,
therefore, that Apothegms are rather sub jects for consideration than articles for belief. They must be thoroughly examined. They must be, so to
speak, unravelled and unfolded, that their inwrapped principles may be understood in their nature, applications, and consequences; in order that
concinnated speech may not beguile us from truth, or aphorisms charm us into injustice and error. It is further evident, that our final judgment of
the opinions of the Author must be suspended until we thus possess his whole work. In particular, in the present instance, we should not forget that
we have but stray fragments of talk, separated from the context of casual and unrestrained converfations; collected--probably without the Speakers
knowledge--one, two, or three at a time, over a period of twenty years; and classified long afterwards, as seemedbest to their Preserver. These
Sayings were published thirty-five years...
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