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**xxx Excerpt from Mineralogy: An Introduction to the Theoretical and Practical, Study of Minerals The object of this book is to bring together for the
beginner, in concise form and under one cover, the facts and basic principles of the several branches of mineralogy, unadulterated by an excess of
data. It is, therefore, not a book of reference, but it takes the student along the various branches of the subject to a point from which, if he wishes to
continue, he will be in a position to appreciate and to use the advanced literature and books on the subject. The system of Dana has been followed
to a great extent, as that is the book of reference which is largely used by the American student, though other sources have been freely consulted in
the compilation of this volume. In Part I, Crystallography, the thirty-two types have been described for completeness, even though there are no
minerals crystallizing in some of them. The names used are those of Miers, as they embody the symmetry of the type and thus require very little
memory on the part of the student. Dana s names are given in each case under the term class. The old method of deriving the hemihedrons, etc.,
from the holohedrons has been retained and may meet with criticism, but it is a simple method of determining what forms are possible to combine
on crystals of lower symmetry. | have always found it a very material aid to the student, leaving no false impressions. Only graphical methods of
solving the problems, after the measurement of a crystal, are given, and the mathematical solutions are left to the more...
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